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Towards nursing records maximizing information contained and
minimizing nurses' input.
Kitajima Yasuko™ Yamashita Masako” Maeda Jukai” Tsuji Yuki®

""Tokyo Ariake University of Medical and Health Sciences
“Tokyo Bay Rehabilitation Hospital

The purpose of this study was to explore factors of weakness in nurses’ use of the SOAP format on the nursing record in
their daily nursing service. In addition, to propose an idea for an optimum method for keeping nursing records. The structure
of the SOAP format was set up to utilise extraction of problems style. Subjective Data or Objective Data were unable to
function in isolation due to underived Assessment and Plan. However, information of isolation data can sometimes signal a
serious problem or mean something.

We researched the 25 nurses working in a unit of a hospital, and asked them whether they had had an experience of
discarded information actually turning out to be of importance. In one instance, a nurse gave attention to the behavior of one
patient, though it was difficult to record by use of the SOAP format on the nursing record. Afterward that patient became
fatal, so that the behavior of the patient at that time was of significance for later.

The SOAP format was superior in terms of enabling the record of nurse’s observations and thinking to be written briefly.
At the same time it was fraught with possibilities of loss of key information. It is getting even more complicated if nurses
have to record the patients’ data all of the time in chronological order. Electronic health record system has increased in the
past few decades. It is suggested that by use of Folding mode and Development mode of electronic health record system it

may become almost possible to create a clear, concise and detailed record.
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